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SUBJECT: LEBANON BLOCKES ENTRY OF PALESTINIANS COMING 
BY AIR PROM EAST BERLIN. 

REF: (A) USBER 1 157, 1182, (B) BEIRUT 2029 AND 2166. 

1 . THE LEBANESE AMBASSADOR TO THE GDR MAY 13 PROVIDED US WITH 
SOME DETAILS OP THE PALESTINIAN INTERPLUG FLIGHT WHICH 
ADDRESSES MAY PIND USEPUL. THE INFORMATION, THE AMBASSADOR 
SAID, COMES FROM AN "UNOFFICIAL' LEBANESE SOURCE WHO MAY HAVE 
BEEN ON THE INTERPLUG PLIGHT. 

2. ACCORDING TO THE AMBASSADOR, THE SOURCE CLAIMS THE PLES- 
TINIANS, SEVERAL OP WHOM HAD LEBANESE INDENTIPICATION 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BERLIN 06043 160648Z 

DOCUMENTS, CAME FROM WEST BERLIN AND BOARDED THE PLIHGT 
AT SCHOENEPELD. ENROUTE FROM SCHOENEFELD TO SOPIA, 

WHERE THE PLANE MAKES A REGULARLY SCHEDULED STOP, 

SEVERAL MEMBERS OF THE PALESTINIAN GROUP ENGAGED IN A 
VILF.NT ARGUMENT. AFTER ARRIVAL AT SOPIA, THE PLANE'S 
CAPTAIN ORDERED TWO OP THE PALESTINIANS OPE, AND THEY 
LEFT. ENROUTE PROM SOPIA TO BEIRUT, THERE WERE PURTHER 
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ARGUMENTS AND THE CAPTAIN ALLEGEDLY CALLED AHEAD TO 
BEIRUT, TO INEORM AIRPORT AUTHORITIES HE WAS HAVING 
PROBLEMS WITH SOME OF HIS PASSENGERS. WHEN THE PLANE 
ARRIVED, IT WAS SURROUNDED BY POLICE AND LEBANESE 
AUTHORITIES REEUSED TO LET THE PALESTINIANS OEF. THEY 
INSISTED THAT THE CAPTAIN IMMEDIATELY ELY OUT OE 
BEIRUT WITH THEN BACK TO THE GDR. THE CAPTAIN REEUSED, 

AND AIRPORT AUTHORITIES EINALLY AGREED TO LET THE 
PLANE AND PASSENGERS REMAIN OVERNIGHT, IN THE UNDER- 
STANDING THEY WOULD ELY OUT THE NEXT DAY TO SCHOENEFELD. 

THIS APPARENTLY IS WHAT HAPPENED. 

3. THE LEBANESE AMBASSADOR HERE SAYS HE WAS CALLED 
INTO THE EOREIGN OEEICE ABOUT 3 DAYS AGO TO HEAR A 
COMPLAINT ABOUT THE REFUSAL OF THE BEIRUT AIRPORT 
AUTHORITIES TO LET THE PALESTINIANS OFE THE PLANE, AND 
TO EORCE TI TO RETURN WITH THEM TO THE GDR. 

4. IT WAS EIRLY OBVIOUS EROM THE LEBANESE AMBASSADOR'S 
REMARKS THAT HIS EMBASSY HAD NO KNOWLEDGE BEEOREHAND OE THE 
ELIGHT BY THE PALESTINIANS TO LEBANON AND WAS NOT ENGAGED 

IN ANY WAY IN PROVIDING VISAS FOR THEM. POLANSKY 
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